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“Her Journey Just Begun” 
Don’t think of her as gone away; her journey’s just begun. 

Life holds so many facets—this earth is only one. Just think 

of her as resting from the sorrows and the tears, in a place of 

warmth and comfort, where there are no days and years. 

Think how she must be wishing, that we could know today, 

how nothing but our sadness can really pass away. And think 

of her as living in the hearts of those she touched, for nothing 

loved is ever lost, and she loved so much. 
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We would like to express our sincere appreciation and      

gratitude to our family members and friends for the many 

kind words, thoughts, prayers and other acts of kindness that 

have been extended to us during this difficult time. 

 

-The family of the late Rutha Mae Gaskins  

 

 



 

 

Obituary 
 

 

Rutha Mae Gaskins  was born on August 12, 1940 

in Gainesville, Florida to Robert M. Phillips and 

Earlene Richards. She attended the local schools in 

Duval County graduating from Matthew W.      

Gilbert High School. Rutha later met and married 

Jessie J. Gaskins, Sr. and from this union three 

sons, David L. Gaskins, Jessie J. Gaskins, and 

Wesley J. Phillips; and three daughters, Sharon D. 

Phillips, Montecella Daniels, and Cynthia Williams 

were born.  

 

 

Rutha departed this life on Tuesday, September 22, 2015 and she 

was preceded in death by her  husband, Jessie J. Gaskins, Sr.;   

mother, Earlene Jones; and brother, Malcolm Jones. 

 

 

Rutha leave to cherish her memories her sister, Delores Weston,   

children, Wesley J. Phillips (Fatima), Sharon McClendon, David   

Gaskins (Dorcea), Jessie J. Gaskins, Jr. (LaDonna), Montecella    

Daniels, Cynthia Williams (Cesear), and Curtis Daniels;            

grandchildren, Wesley Phillips, Lashaundra Phillips, Zineb Phillips, 

Samantha Phillips, Tory NewKirk, Jarvis Williams, Aarron Phillips, 

Derrick Phillips, Shawn L. Daniels, Garrett Daniels, Zion Daniels, 

Dennis Burns, Adrian Burns, Sr., Adrian Burns, Jr., and Andria 

Burns; godchildren, Kenny Willis, Sydney Montford, Sandra       

Orange, Cynthia Bryant, Kirk Clark, Debbra Clark; and a host of 

nieces, nephews, cousins, other relatives, and friends.      

 
      

 

 

Order of  Service 
 

Processional 

Hymn ……………………………………………………….…….. Choir 

Prayer ………………………………………………...……..…. Minister 

Scripture ………………………………………………...…….. Minister 

Selection ………………………………………………………..… Choir 

Acknowledgement ……………………….……………. Corine Steward 

Resolution …………..………………………...……….  Corine Steward 

Selection ………………………………………………………….. Choir 

Words of Comfort …………..…………… Dr. Landon L. Williams, Sr.   

Recessional  

 

 

Interment 
Jacksonville National Cemetery 

4083 Lannie Road 

Jacksonville, Florida 32218 


